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Club Organisation
PATRON     Mrs Jeanie Montford

PRESIDENT     Chris Underhill
   0417 827 860
   

VICE      Sam Axiak
PRESIDENTS  0425 295 629
      Belinda Wright
   0481 225 735

SECRETARY     Chris Underhill
   (acting)
   ckcscnsw@bigpond.com

TREASURER     Linda Archer
   0419 268 442

COMMITTEE

John Christie
Lyndy Morris 
Amanda Perry
Karen Camilleri

Public Officer Sue Dawson
   0407 452 782

PET REFERRAL  Robyn Buckland
   9606 5114

RESCUE OFFICER  Rhonda Callaghan
   4296 2022

LIFE MEMBERS  Mrs Jeanie Montford
   Mrs Rhonda Callaghan
   Mrs Barbara Killworth

Specific Enquiries regarding:

CLUB SHOWS  Show Secretary
   Lyndy Morris
   0447 313 007 
  
MEMBERSHIP  Linda Archer 
   3 Sheoak Place 
   Lake Cathie NSW 2445

YEAR BOOK   John Christie
   ckcsconsw@ozemail.com.au

HEALTH   Karen Camilleri 
   kccamo@tpg.com.au
 
WEBSITE   John Christie
   ckcsconsw@ozemail.com.au

TROPHIES   TBA

RIBBONS/PRIZES TBA

NEWSLETTER   John Christie
   ckcsconsw@ozemail.com.au

EVENTS  TBA

Any other subject should be referred to the
Club Secretary.

mailto:kccamo%40tpg.com.au?subject=February%202023%20Heart%20Clinic
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Diary

Check the Club Events Calender regularly for updates: 
https://www.cavalierclubnsw.com/events-calendar

Newsletter Postal Delivery Charges
Yearly Subscription $20.00.

Delivery charges will be met by the club for Lifetime Members and those who do not have access to 
email. This is at the sole discretion of the Club.

If any other member requires to have the Newsletter delivered by postal mail, please indicate as 
such, on your renewal form or request through the Club.

https://www.cavalierclubnsw.com/events-calendar
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Yearbook 2023 
Thank you to all who have advertised and provided 
your Kennel histories for the 2023 Yearbook.

We are expecting those who have taken up the offer, 
to be able to collect their copy of the Yearbook at the 
Easter Championship show. 

Ordering for the Yearbook is on the Club website - 
https://www.cavalierclubnsw.com/shop. 

You can opt to pick up at the Easter Championship 
Show or delivery by Australia Post. Postal orders will be 
sent around the Easter weekend.

April General 
Meeting

Dear Members,

Our next General Meeting on Wednesday 12th April 
will go ahead via zoom only at 7:30pm.

If anyone has any items to add to the agenda for this 
general meeting, can you please forward these to; 
ckcsnsw@bigpond.com with Attn: Club Secretary by 
COB, 9th April.

Zoom Details will be provided in a further email closer 
to the date.

Club Open Show
showmanager.com.au

Proudly donated by Linda Archer.

https://showmanager.com.au/activity/1526

https://showmanager.com.au/events/
PublicEvents/Details/35282

https://www.cavalierclubnsw.com/shop
mailto:ckcsnsw%40bigpond.com?subject=Attn%20Club%20Secretary
http://www.www.showmanager.com.au
https://showmanager.com.au/activity/1526
https://showmanager.com.au/events/PublicEvents/Details/35282
https://showmanager.com.au/events/PublicEvents/Details/35282
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Health Update 
MMVD Research in Cavalier King Charles 

Spaniels
Claire Wade

Professor BSc (Hons) PhD UNSW QCertEd UQ
School of Life and Environmental Sciences, Faculty of Science

The University of Sydney.

“Over the past 7 years, Niek Beijerink and I have worked together to explore the genomics of 
CKCS MMVD. Niek and I supervised Dr Mitchell O’Brien for his PhD on CKCS MMVD. Mitchell 
has recently graduated and left us, but he had some important findings that might impact 
MMVD progression to heart failure. These are yet to be published. 
As you are aware, Norway has recently moved to ban the breeding of CKCS based on a 
perception that the breed is fixed for MMVD risk genes. It is likely that this opinion was formed 
by a recent scientific publication:
Axelsson E, Ljungvall I, Bhoumik P, ConnLB, Muren E, Ohlsson Å, et al. (2021) The genetic 
consequences of dog breed formation—Accumulation of deleterious genetic variation and 
fixation of mutations associated with myxomatous mitral valve disease in cavalier King Charles 
spaniels. PLoS Genet 17(9): e1009726. https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pgen.1009726

This publication reported that CKCS are invariant/fixed for negative variants in genes that were 
shown to have a functional relationship with heart health.  The research group identified four 
highly conserved variants in protein coding genes that may relate to MMVD and six variants 
near the Nebulette (NEBL) gene that they believed might affect the operation of the gene. 
Their conclusion of breed fixation was based on whole genome sequencing of 20 CKCS.  

In particular, the group were concerned about fixation for the NEBL gene. Because the 
NEBL gene did not vary in the CKCS in their study, they tested whether the variants identified 
affected cardiac function in a second breed (Dachshund). They were able to show that the 
risk variant (fixed in CKCS) was positively connected with MMVD in the Dachshund, and they 
were able to show that the operation of the gene was influenced by the variants that they 
identified (using a laboratory study).

In 2022, honours student Sophie Mead was interested to work with CKCS. We asked Sophie to 
test the Australian CKCS to see if they were also fixed for the genes identified by the Axelsson 
paper. Sophie found that the Australian population varies for most of the genes of concern, 
but the NEBL gene seemed like it was less variable than the others. However, we did identify 
a handful of individuals that appeared to carry the rarer, normal NEBL variants based on our 
own genetic screening. These dogs come from ANKC breeders from at least three kennels in 
Australia. Our own statistical analysis shows that the individuals carrying the positive variant 
are significantly less at risk of cardiac risk measurements than the dogs without the normal 
variants. This tells us that the rarer normal variants are very much worth protecting.

https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pgen.1009726
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We are hoping to urge Australian Cavalier King Charles Spaniel breeders to protect the 
variation that remains in the NEBL gene. A targeted breeding program could rapidly increase 
the frequency of the positive variant and perhaps significantly reduce the overall breed risk for 
MMVD. This provides a way of combating fixation at this gene without needing to crossbreed. 
We are currently seeking advice from Animal Ethics as to the best way to allow the important 
information to be disseminated since losing the genes is a real possibility. 

A second gene that was also predicted to be fixed in the Axelsson paper also has a handful 
of dogs with the normal variant in the Australian population, but our statistical analysis did not 
show improved cardiac measurements for these dogs so at this time we recommend focusing 
on the NEBL gene.

To move forward, one thing that might be possible is for CKCS breeders to use Embark DNA 
testing. Uniquely among test providers, Embark allows dog owners to download the raw data 
for their tested dog. If this was shared with our group, we can then report back to the owner, 
the NEBL testing status of the dog. Another option is to have a targeted single test made 
available via a local laboratory. This would be cheaper than the panel test– but would not 

www.breeding.
dog

https://breeding.dog/index.php?test=mvd&org=CKCSC

www.breeding.dog 
www.breeding.dog 
https://breeding.dog/index.php?test=mvd&org=CKCSC
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The code gives our members $6 off the list price which is $54 per dog. This is the same as the 
discount for doing a large number of animals but applies even if they are just testing a single 
dog. (Discounts aren’t cumulative so members doing more than five dogs at once will still 
get the same price.)

Any queries about the Application for testing are to be directed to www.breeding.dog. All 
interactions are solely between the Applicant and the Testing lab.

“… this test is based on the work that Claire has been doing and the work the Axelsson 
team did in Europe that was published in 2021. We’ve picked one of the three markers that 
Claire describes in her paper, based on the advice of her and her student. I think there is still 
a decent chance that this test will need to evolve as more is discovered about the gene 
or genes involved, but I’ve found that some breeders are so eager to make progress on 
this issue that they want to be able to use this test though it might still be a work in progress. 
Hence the test being made available now.” Dr Kao Castle B.Sc/(Hons.)(Advanced) PhD

We have requested that Dr Kao Castle retains the privacy of our members and that your 
data will not be distributed to any other organisation.

We look forward to any feed back to the Club, if you wish to give, fr your experiences of this 
testing.

www.breeding.dog 
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Accepted Meeting Minutes
The following minutes were accepted at the last General Meeting
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To Be Accepted Meeting Minutes
The following minutes are presented for member review, to be accepted at the April 
General Meeting.
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CAVALIER KING CHARLES SPANIEL(CKCS) CLUB NSW 

GENERAL MEETING 
 
Date: 15TH February 2023 
Time: 7:30pm  
Venue: Held via Zoom 
 
Present: As per attendance Book..6 Committee…10 Members 
 
Meeting Chair: Chris Underhill 
 
Minutes by: Lyn Archer 
 
 
Item No. 
 

Subject Action  
By Whom 

1.  APOLOGIES 
B.Wright, R.Duffy, L.Ellwood, P.Lee, S.Dawson, A.Perry 

 
 
 

2.  MINUTES OF LAST MEETING held on 14th December 2022 
 
Corrections to December General Meeting Minutes as follows: 

I. Item 4.4 There was significant debate on this topic, and it was raised 
that many breed Clubs hold three Championship Shows, and we 
were told that this was incorrect as it was against regulations.  

II. Item 12. Date of general meeting should read 15th February for this 
month.  

Minutes were read and approved 
Moved by; Sam AXIAK 
Seconded by; Lyn ARCHER 
 

 
 
 

3.  MATTERS ARISING FROM THE LAST GENERAL MEETING 
I. Club donation of $5000 to Sydney University for Heart Health 

research. This matter is ongoing and being managed by the President 
who has had multiple discussions with Sydney Universities 
Development Fund. We await their instructions on where to make 
payment. 

II. Secretary has been in constant communication with Sydney Uni’. Still 
awaiting further information as to where the $5.000.00 is to be 
deposited.  

III. Result of Judge Voting for April & May show; Show Secretary to 
update members of voting results; 1st, 2nd & 3rd 

IV. Results to be published in next Newsletter. Show Sec, will disclose 
these results when giving her Show Report later in this meeting 
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4.  Reporting: 
I. President Report 
II. Pippa Lee has resigned from secretary duties. Anyone wishing 

to take on this Role please contact President Chris Underhill or 
any Committee member for further details. In the meantime The 
role will be split up with Chris as Acting Secretary and Lyn 
recording minutes from both General and Committee meetings. 

III. Treasurer; Club Financials 
IV. DECEMBER 2022  Financial Report as at 31/12/2022 
V. Balance $28,709.31 comprising of:- 
VI. Income…$1,758.36 

VII. Expenditure…$1,076.09 
VIII. JANUARY 2023 Financial Report as at 31/01/2023 

IX. Balance  $30,290.62 comprising of:- 
X. Income…$1,666.31 
XI. Expenditure…$85.00 

XII. If anyone would like further breakdowns of these figures please 
contact me. 

XIII. Moved M.Madigan  Accepted K.Camilleri 
XIV.  
XV. Membership Secretary; New Member ship applications: 

-Preston / Cochrane 
-Holloway 
-Burton.A 
Arthur 
Burton.M 
Morris.J 
6 new member applications were received as above. 
PRESTON/COCHRANE Proposed M.Madigan 2nd C.Underhill 
HOLLOWAY Proposed K.Camilleri 2nd A.Perry 
A.BURTON Proposed K.Camilleri 2nd B.Wright 
S.ARTHUR Proposed K.Camillleri 2nd B.Wright 
J.MORRIS  Proposed M.Chalmers 2nd C.Underhill 
M.BURTON Proposed M.Chalmers 2nd C.Underhill 
All membership applications were approved 

XVI. Show Secretary report 
XVII. Lyndy reported everything is on track for the upcoming Easter 

Specialty. All Trophies will be finalized shortly. Rosettes have 
been ordered. Accommodation for the Judge has been booked 
and Paid for. Lunch for Judge, Steward, Rep and Photographer 
all booked. 

XVIII. Purina Pro Plan have agreed to Sponsorship and will supply a 
Stand and Representative on the day. 

XIX. Show secretary apologized for the omission of Results being  
published for voting of Easter and Open shows as she was 
unaware. The results were as Follows:- 

XX. EASTER SHOW 
XXI. 1st 52 Votes  M.Madigan 
XXII. 2nd 50 Votes R.Patterson 

XXIII. 3rd 43 Votes  P.Nichols  
XXIV. OPEN SHOW 
XXV. 1st  42 Votes  S.Wraith 
XXVI. 2nd 12 Votes ??? 

XXVII. 3rd   6 Votes ??? 
XXVIII. VOTING for the SEPTEMBER SHOW is now OPEN. See Website 

XXIX. Lyndy Confirmed the OPEN SHOW is booked for CASTLE HILL 
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XXX. The SEPTEMBER SHOW is confirmed as a ONE day show to be 
held on the Saturday for both Dogs & Bitches 

XXXI.  
XXXII. Health Officer report 

XXXIII. Karen reported the Health Clinic Booked for 23rd Feb 2023 has 
had a great response. However due to a cancellation there are 
now 2 Vacancies still available. 

XXXIV. Karen is enquiring about holding another Clinic March/April due 
to the overwhelming response. 

XXXV. SASH now has 2 New Cardiologists coming on board Dr.Chekka 
and Dr.Fabella 

XXXVI. Marilyn Madigan enquired if a Clinic could be held in conjunction 
with the September Show? With the possibility of Niek returning. 

XXXVII.  
 
 
 

 New Titles 
Ch. Kandccamo Ice Cold By Knight.. Bred & Owned by K.Camilleri 
Members present acknowledged and Congratulate the above Ch.Title 

 

5.  Correspndence in and out 
 
IN: 
 

 Dogs NSW; Confirming L.Archer as person responsible for club 
accounts 

 Sydney University Development fund; Multiple emails regarding 
$5000 donation for heart research project. 

 Member email (A.Phaff); Query regarding neuter class being held at 
upcoming shows 2023 

 Member email (J.Montford); Requesting update on $5000 donation to 
Sydney University. Also advising us of MMVD gene testing being 
available from Dog Breeding Science 

 
OUT: 

 Dogs NSW; Advising Dogs NSW of L.Archer as person responsible 
for club accounts 

 Sydney University Development fund; Multiple email exchanges 
regarding $5000 donation. Await further instruction from the 
University. 

 Member email reply (A.Phaff). Confirming Neuter class is included in 
our 2023 shows. 

 Member reply (J.Montford) Confirming details re: $5000 donation 
progress. 

 The above correspondence was read and acknowledged by all 
present 

 

6.  GENERAL BUSINESS 
- MMVD Gene Testing (S.Axiak) 
- Sam spoke at length re-this 
- Modified Membership application form  
- Chris presented the new Modified Membership Application form.  
- Karen Paul asked if a letter was sent to 4P’s regarding Ribbons for 

the Open Show. Secretary will enquire 
- John Advised advertisements for the Yearbook have now closed. 
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- An Ordering Form for Yearbooks will be available soon. Preordered 
books will be available at $5.00 discount. 

- Chris to follow up, re adjusting the inclusion of a Height Standard for 
Cavaliers on the website with DOGS NSW 

- Meetings to continue via Zoom as most convenient to all 
 

7.  MEETING CLOSED AT; 8.28pm 
 
DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING 
12th April 2023; 7:30 PM via Zoom. Zoom details to follow. 
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Administration
Change of Member Details  Please send to:
       Membership Administration
       3 Sheoak Place Lake Cathie NSW 2445
       larcher06@optusnet.com.au  

Change of Name:

Change of Address:

Change of Phone, Mobile 
or Fax:
Change of Email

Title Notification  
Copy of ANKC Registration Certificate showing title attached?     YES / NO
What Title are you applying for?

E.g. Championship, CD, ADX, ET
Is this your first Title?     YES / NO

NOTE: A separate application must be made for each title claimed and a copy of the registration certificate must accom-
pany each application. Closing date for applications is the October meeting. Trophies are presented at the Christmas party 
(December Meeting) each year and members must be financial at that date (available to club members only). If you are 
unable to collect your trophy please send a cheque or money order for $2.00 payable to the CKCSC of NSW to the Secretary 
to cover postage and packaging.
Please send to: The Secretary 90 Valley Crest Road Cooranbong 2265

Membership Application Form
Club website   http://www.cavalierclubnsw.com/membership

Should you be proposing a new member please ensure that they are aware of the dates for a full year or half 
year subscription.

Change to Kennel Prefix

Change to Breeder’s 
Directory

Please Add Please 
Remove

Provide your name

Health Register 

 
Heart Register / MRI Register
Cross out not relevant 

Please Add

Please 
Remove

Name for removal

Attach details of new Heart and MRI 
scans and send to The Health Officer, 
Karen Camilleri, 
Email kccamo@tpg.com.au 

Tick Tick

Tick

Postal Newsletter Delivery
$20.00 (Honarary Member Free)

Please Add Please 
Remove

Tick Tick

Must be member for at 
least 1 year

http://www.cavalierclubnsw.com/membership

